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over thirty.1 Women could also be elected to Parliament.8
Exactly ten years later, women weie enfranchised on the
same terms as men, so that Great Britain has now equal
and universal suffrage.
This obviously involves the grant of political power to
the working-classes, who, being numerically superior, have
the control of elections. As men do not think alike, so tl\e
workers do not vote alike; they vote as Conservative,
Liberal, and Labour.
Labour opposes Conservatism in its ideal for the organi-
zation of society. Labour believes that Capitalism is a Different
wrong basis, that the community should control the land
(as the source of wealth), the banks and financial system,
industry and transport; that private profit should be
eliminated and that, instead, the State should use the profits
earned for the benefit of the community. The Labour
Party differs from Continental Socialism in preferring to
work for this ideal through constitutional and not revolu-
tionary methods. Conservatism believes that under Capita-
lism, industry gains through the encouragement of private
enterprise, and that reforms can be made to adapt it to
modern conditions.
Communism, which aims at achieving social revolution
by revolutionary action, has so far very little footing in corn-
Great Britain, though Parliament has had a small group of m    m
four or five Communist people.3
2. IRELAND
One great problem with which the British Government
had to deal alter the war of 1914-18 was Ireland.   At the Ireland
outset of war in 19H, it had been mutually agreed that
1 KJ million men weie enfranchised by this measure, and 9 million women.
* The first woman elected was the Irishwoman, Countess Markievicz, but she
would not take her seat The first woman to sit in the House was Lady Astor
0 In the coalition of paities made during the war, m the summer of 1940, one
solitary Communist foimcd the official Opposition.